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across the G-20 have trended cooler 
than the year prior for the first time 
since July. Retail October trended         
-0.5°C colder and 19% wetter than the 
year prior. Much of North America, 
central and eastern Europe, and 
northern Asia all saw much colder 
weather in October with excessive 
precipitation.  Canada and the United 
States experienced the second coldest 
retail October in 17+ years!  Russia 
experienced the largest change to 
colder year-on-year weather at -2.8 ˚C 
across the G-20. Italy and Germany 
also trended cooler at -1.9 ˚C and             
-1.4 ˚C  respectively.  The much colder 
weather trends across the northern 
hemisphere may lead to several upside 
surprises in retail sales.  Demand for 
Fall seasonal categories such as  
apparel, footwear, bedding and heaters 
will all have been stronger than 
expected.  Warmer year-on-year 
weather trends were most pronounced 
in the United Kingdom at +1.6 ˚C and 
Turkey at +1.5 ˚C.  While 4 typhoons 
impacted the Philippines, hurricane 
activity across the globe in 2009 is still 
at the lowest levels since 1981.
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Warmer trends across western Europe will have been a negative for categories such as comfort foods & warm drinks, 
auto supplies, clothing and footwear. The weather across the Southern Hemisphere was similar to or cooler than last 
year and slightly drier which would bring a slight boost to store traffic during the early Southern Hemisphere Spring.
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